COMMUNICATIONS.

OUR NATIONAL SCULPTURES.

T0 THE EDITORS.

1 see in the daily papers that the Presipest has en-
tered into & contraot with Crazk Miiis, sccording to
which Mr. M. is to execute in bronze u colossal statute of
Wasmixcros for some one of the publie places in the me-
m]f:l!ru the design be irrevocably determined it may be
well to suggest a consideration of some of the principles
by which a great work of art in this branch may be known
from an inferior one, and to examine what has been done
in the light of those principles. %

Mr. Mills will certainly excuse any criticism of his pre-
wious work which may suggest real faults, the avoidauce
of which may enable him to produce n work that will
stand s far above even his Jackson as the character of
the Father of his Country overtops that of his successors.

It will be obvious that o work of monumental statuary
must embody the three main constituents of the charncter
represented, viz. his will, his intellect, his sctivity; and,
further, that any work is greatin proportion asthe higher
of these constituénts are developed, mere physical like-
nesses being supposed in all cases.

A man’s characteristic attitude or motion may be rep-
resented in the statue—eome trick of manner, witk accu-
racy of costume and feature. BSo far it is recognisable.

But supPose the statue were made to embody some idea
of the man's intellectual capacity. The expression of

Lunate error, missed fhe motior. gad the sbrinking, and his §
unintended gift of repose ‘was mede the picture of Ue
statue almost sublime.
The origin of the unive rsgl ervor of our “ national sealp-
tures " seems to be thg jdea that & statue must represent
some definite notion of the man who is typified. Let us
for a moment inqui re how far this is within the provinee
of the plastic art.  Externsl nctivities are apprecishle by
the external sen ses and lowest mental perceptions, The
thought-power takes their observations and reasons from
them, analyzing all the concomitant circumstances back
to the intel) selual causes or the intellectual means. This
is the wor's which the intellect is to do for us in kistory
and biegraphy. But now art comesin with its still higher
ministration, and by the inspired insight of its votaries
(the men of genius) penetrates at once to the fmmost mo-
tor of all these thoughts and actions, takesws indecd to
the sun, around whioh all the plapets and their satellites
meve in due order, according to their relative weight,
density, and distance. As tho sun is quiet while control-
ting this enormous system, so is the will vamoved and in-
tense, shedding warmth and light wpon its revolving
means and activities,

1f this be denied, T would remark that its truth is indi-
restly though thoroughly proven in the fact that we call
no one a hero who is the sport of ciroumstances. Hero-
ism is first and mainly shown in that the hero controls the
very circumstances that themselves control weaker men.
The very defeat that would destroy one man is the very
means which completes the victery of another. When we
see struggle we see a power which is not stronger than
its enemies, When we see repose we regard its posses-
sion as Laving latent power equal to all the unrest that

ooncentration or rather abstraction (from swrounding
circumstances) of bis thought will produce a very differ-
vut treatment from the above. The trick of attitude,
such as occurs when he is in action, must give way in a
measure to physical repose. The power of the imper-
sonation is now of traits, whicl are in some measure in-
dependent of attitude and costame. We have got deeper

Iu the real man, and recognise in the work something |

of the intellect that guides our own. Jf we get all this we
ean give up the accessories, such as peeuliar position and
postume, for the sake of the higher qualities.

But further. We erect our statues in honor of heroes,
or those whom we suppose to be heroes.. Do we find that
the intellect and the powers of activity make the hero?
By no means. There is the steam to be accounted for
which uses the boiler and drives the piston, and makes
these turn the wheels of the final machinery.

Itis will (or character, in the proper sense of the word)
that makes the hero. Will is the internal motive-power
that drives intellect and activity wherever it wills them to
go. They never disobey. Now, if we put this superhuman
und intense fire of will (us of Washington or Jackson) into
our gtatue, we may give up not only some of the activity
but some of the intellect also. For #o, in fact, it {5 in real
life. The heroic are rarely the most intellectual or most
active. They we intellectual and active men. They
drive the pistons and the levers, and the whole machinery
over which they preside moves on. :

Kow, to return s few steps. It is never in the moment
©f a hero's action that the observer sees his power. 1
speak from experimental observation. Seek the man of
power when he is quiet; when his immediate environ-
ment is forgotien ; when he sitsamong the satellites, and
his abstracted gaze takes note of spiritual entities; when
his great purposes stand miraged before him, and he for-
Bets the desert and the precipice, forgets the failing and
merely physical instruments with which he must labor,
and his intensity of will almost brings his Lercic future
10 his footstool, without the intervening toil and dan

If the action be represented, we see only a partial re-
sult, for no man's ideal is ever full ¥ necemplished, and
in nine cases out of ten we see that partial result without
say of the labored thoughts or triumphing will by which
it was achieved.

Let me illustrate these views by reference to Mr, Mills's
statue of Jackson. The horse is rearing, and the rider,
holding: the reins with one hand, has raiscd his chapeau
with the other highabove his head. It has been stated that
the moment intended £o be repr ted is that at which
Jackson, st the battle of New Orleans, gave an order to
sdvance. What was the esscooe of the order? Wasit |
mot will and courage? Did not the order contemplate |
careful forethought and completed arrangements, with a |
reserve of moral force sufficient to eounterbalance all |
thoughta of physical pain or death?! And does this rear- |
ing of a horze, does the lifting of a hat, express the ideal |
of all this? There was cool observation, cool deliberat2
thought, a moment in which the roaring cannon, the rat-
tling musketry, the fiying balls were unheard, and the

mind quickly grasped the aspect of the field and the mor-
al power of an army (high themes these) ere the word
was spoken. That was the moment to represent.

The horse did not rear then, the chapeau was not up-
raised, but the hero sat 8till, and, eye and lip unmoved,
ministered to n soul's purposes. Any slave could speak
the word * charge ! bat knowledge and decision deter-
thined the * when."

The moment, then, was illy chosen for the statue. It
is not the hero that we see, but a subaltern passing the
word.

wolved. To one who possesses sensibilities keen enough
1o judge of the real excellence of a truly fine work of art,
the wearinezs suggested by the coutinuance of the horse
in a position in which no horse can sustain himself for
more than a moment, and the continuance of the rider's
®arm in & position in which no man can keep his arm for
three minutes, is swificiently disturbing and annoying to
interfere most seriously and even fatally with any im-
pression which should be produced by the supposed
higher qualities of the work. The fault is, however, not
oaly in the rearing of the horse and the raising of the
srm; it isaleo in the fact that they are supposed to be the
result of the nctual tension of the muscles st the moment.
Apparent action may sometimes be tolerated in parts of n
slatue if the action be upon its decline—that is, in the
moment after the violent museular action occurred, for
the mind is not then worried with the impossibility of an
uncensing muscular tension. This is the case with the
statue of Jeflerson, (in front of the President’s house.)
“ But many fine statues have been seulptured in which
wviolent action is seen.”” Not so. No such statue was
ever good, or ever ean be. “ The Laccoon ™ is the uni-
wersal reference. Even this celebrated group has been
proven by Sir Chae. Bell and John Ruskin to be utterly
destitute of any other than techiical merits merely.

Repose, then, is the first principle, the real vitality of | and the assertion is pot susceptible of proof.” If this be

seulpture. Without it all is mean, with it something must

be moble. All the nobleet paintings in the world (as well | pust ages and of the present time. 1 assert that it is the

as sculptures) show this to be a truth. There is no great | belief of all christinn denominations that spirits do revisit
of
architecture, in which repose is not more prevalent than | jjef is so universal that I bave not heard it controverted

picture, mo great form, no great statue, no great work

sotion is.

!

True, this sweeps away nesrly all our “national | dent.
sculptures ;" refuses Greenough's Washington, Persico’s | lief, which will show that it is any thing but & vagary of
Columbus, Mills's Jackson the ticket of immortality. That | Mr, T.
is merely a consequence of s truth which is higher | ] h
than the works that violate it ; a truth which must be ae- | Virginia,j “ that men are scted upon and influenced by
knowledged and humbly followed before we can have one |

good statue in the Capitol. Let the soulptor regard it

let the public taste refuse to be conteht with a vulgarly

phrenvied Columbus; o Washington that, without pur

ger. |

| such indentations in the wood of a cherry table. There
But there are several more practical considerations in- |

| devile, is coeval with the earliest records of our race and

' | eoextensive with all human society. There never wasn
pericd whem it did not prevail, nor & people that did not
-.| entertain it.  The theological systems of every nation on

-

shall attack him.

I wil! conclude with an anecdote of Falconnet, the dis-
tinguished sculptor of the colossal equestrinn statue of
Peter the Great at St. Petersburgh. He bad in bLis stu-
dio a cast of the celebratéd equestrian statue of Murcus
| ‘Aurelius stauding near the model of Lis own great work.
| Upon some oceasion he took the trouble to show his pu-
pils that the anatomy of the horse of M. Aurelius was so
defective that every joint was as if dislocated, while in
the horse of his own Peter the Great every bone and mus-
cle was anatomically correct. * And yet, gentlemen,"”
he exclaimed, * I must confess-that mine is a dead horse
and that (pointing to the Aurelius) is a live horse.”

So it is with the statue of Jackson; the horse is evi-
dently not alive, for heis doing what no live horse can do.

Let us earnestly call upon the sculptor to give us in his
Wasmxorox the genuine hero upon a live horse, and to
relieve us from the monstrosity of unexceptionable bri-
dles and faultless epaulets.

Let him remember, in all solemn feeling nnd humility
of purpose, that he is called upon to give us the ideal of
the master man of the world. This is no light task, es-
pecially when we note that it is the artist's duty to go
deeper into the spirit of his subjeet, and bring forth some-
thing which were else beyond the ken of nollest intel-
lects. 8. I. WITHERALD.

Bavrivors, Avavsr 5, 1853.

T0 THE EDITORS.

Messrs. Ganes & Sgatox : 1 have just seen the National
Intelligencer of the 14th unltimo, containing a communi-
cation on ** Spiritualism,” in reply to Mr. Tarimancs,
and signed * Homo.” 1 presume Mr. T. feels himself
under noobligation to reply to anonymonscorrespondents;
I therefore take leave to correct some of the misconcep-
tious of the writer.

He supposes that the mediams may have waited over a
day * to be enabled to have access to an autograph letter of
Mr. Calhoun, and impress a counterfeit of it with invisi-
ble ink on & "sheet of paper in such a manner that the
words were rendered legible by some applieation of heat
or electricity.” Now, this supposition shows how easily
one may deceive and delude himself where all his preju-
dices are in favor of producing such a result. Dut for
this the writer would never have attempted to build an
argument on a state of facts that never existed except in
his imagination. Mr. T.’s statement of the manifestation
shows that the * sentence " purporting to come from Mr.
Calhoun was written with a pereil ; that there was neither
pen nor snk employed in writing it, and of course, even
on the writer's most improbable supposition, there was

iy S

Mz, WEBSTER'S ALLUSION TO « THE JACKDAW."

Messrs, Gares & Sgatox :

allusion made by the great

wowmnnieate th jughts, Mﬁﬂmh mankind

Wynn w ;
m‘h..’m‘:. other. '.““r
in meny :l pﬁ;hio& are familisr to us
whigh wer, givall W oursel

ly by sy etber Saity Neings o

te, to each other by words, tones, ges gilence,
.ml! phics, pi;mqm and %%

! j5e, hntece ouar w ] m, Were
:;:d it ;:;ooluta ug“'?"m ) lﬂlltls
{ had been born dumb, no man would have entertain
luing::u:.ou ht concerning the siation of ideas
by specch. The conveyance of by daoks also, if

never expericnced by us, would have been neeessarily
d gemed mysterious and impossible. Yet wvery many
‘shoughts ure thus conveyed by ¢ living, and with
wery great force, and frequently very great precision.
Nay, the countenance often disoloses the whole character
ut once.”

Again: Dr. Jouxsox, one of the most enlightened and
most celebrated men of his own orof any age, as cited by
another author, maintained the same belief. He observed
thiat the idea of the spirits of tie deceased revisiting the
scenes on carth where in the fesh they had either suffer-
ed or rejoiced seems to have been grafted in the human
mind by the Creator; and for the obvious salutary pur-
pose of keeping alive in it the belief of & future state; the
conviction that we are connected with the spiritual world ;
the nssurance that the great compound man ghall not * al!
die,” but that his better snd esseatial part, that soul
which distinguishes him from * the beasts that perish,”
preserved from the ruin that shatters his material frame,
gtill—

¢ Bhall flourish in immortal youth,
Unhurt amid the war of elements,
The wreek of matter, snd the crush of worlds.”

If, then, it be allowed that such a notion, for such o rea-
sonable final cause, make a part of man'soriginal constitu-
tion,itseems to be afairinference thatthis conception would
be nourished and supperted by occasional allowed appear-
ances of the disembodied shade, or in permitted impressions
upon the imagination of such appearances; and that this
is the actual fact we have all the evidence that the mind
in & proper state of eonvigtion can desire—that is, exer-
(cising its reasoning faculty, but sensible at the same
time of the narrow limits by which that reason is bounded
and the imperfection in which it is enjoyed. We have
the concurring sccounts of all nations and ages of the
world for the authentication of the fact; we have the
solemn and dispassionate assertions of the wise and good
to corroborate it ; we have the records of history and the
declarutions of Scripture to coafirm t.

The above authorities will show that thisidea of spirits
visiting us and impressing us is no vagary of Mr. T., but
that the belief is universal. Hence I conclude, if they
visitus and impresyus, thereis no objectjon to believing that
there is now a mode by which they can communicate with
us, provided the facts justify that belief. The conclu-
sion is both reagonable and philosophical. That the facts
do justify it, I assert without the Tear of contradiction
from any one who has investigated this subject with a
sincere desire to ascertain the tratk, and who has had
the opportunity so to do. The facts do not rest on any
man's bare assertion; there are hundreds who could give
and have given facts more astounding than those given
by Mr. T. These physical manifestations eannot be put
agide by the senseless cry of “ trickery,” * jugglery,”
“ delusion,” * infatuation,” &e., with which the commu-
nication of your correspondent is so profusely ornamented.
These epithets prove nothing, and are unworthy the dis-
cussion of fo grave a subject. Neither does such lan-
guage prove sy thing against communications received ;
communications both in style and sentiment of the most
exalted character, infinitely beyond the capacity of the
medium, and worthy of and begond the highest efforts of
those from whom they purport to come in their best days
on' earth., Gentlemen must meet and account for these
things on some other theory. If they object to the spirit-
ual theory, let them establish some other. They can no
longer cry *imposture and delusion.” That time has
gone by. They must meet the facts and the arguments.

An anecdote has been variously published relative to an
Statesman, on one of the last

nothing to be operated upon by ** heat or electricity.” 1
would also add, as another fact, that the paper on which

| the sentence was written was procured by Mr. T. him- | stances accompanying the allusion differ so widely, as

self, s he informs us, and was never in the possession,
power, or control of the mediums, either before or after
the sentence was written. This sentence was shown to
General Hamilton, General Thompson, General Campbell,
| and other intimste friends of Mr, Calhoun, and alsv to
| oue of his sons, and they all pronounced it the hand-writ-
I'ing, or a perfect fac simile of the hand-writing, of Mr. Cal-
| houn. Where, then, is the supposed delusion ! Here is
the writing and here is1he proof. What more is wauted ?

But the writer eannot believe that the laws of gravity
could be overcome by raising the table from the floor;
peither can he explain, except on the spiritual theory,
bow the table could be rivetted to the floor against the
efforts of four to raise it ; neither can he explain on any
other principle how the handle of the bell could make

are the facts, and about all of which there could be no
delusion or deception. Mr. T. related the same facts lust
| winter to some of the wost distinguished men in the na-
| tion. They all eaid they were just as well satisfied of
| the existence of the facts as if they had seen them them-
seives ; and that, if the facts were in issue on the trial of
{ & man for his life, his testimony would convict and exe-
| cute him !

“ Home" has evidently never had an opportunity to
investigate this matter. If he had he would have been
entirely satisfied that there is no fraud or imposture, and

in regard to the facts there could be no deception or de-
| lusion. Those who are opposed to the spiritual theory
concede all this, but attempt to secount for these phenom-
ena in some other way.

The writer's ides of the ubiquity of spirits is mere as-
| sumption. There are no facts on which he can rest such

a supposition. No spiritualist pretends any such thing.

The communications received deny any such power; but,

[ ns spirits move through space with the rapidity of

thought, all the phenomena of their presence at particu-

| lar times or places are explained, and his juference of
| omnipresence, omniscience, &e. falls to the ground.

The writer adda; * I deny that the enlightened men

| of the present nge believe that departed spirits revisit the

| enrth; itisa vagary of the Senator's fancy to nssert it ;

| & vagary of the Senator, it hns also been the vagary of all

the earth ; that they attend us and impross us. This be-

during all these disoussions, except by your correspon-
I will proceed to give some authorities for this be-

“The opinion,” says an able author, (R, K. Cravun, of

spiritual beings, whether callod angels, spirits, demons, or

the glebe with which we have any acquaintance give the
doctrine a prominent place. The Jewish, Egyptian, In-
dian, Persian, Chaldean, Grecian, and Roman records at-

pose or dignity, holds & sword in one hand, and points, no |
one knows at what, with the other; with a Jackson |
which, performing an impossible piece of horsemanship, | test the fact. The ancient philosophers—men who not
lifts the chapean from pure lack of theught or will. | only impressed themselves on the age in which they lived,

Let us call for noble nud inspired works, which shall tell | but the traces of whose deep wisdom are not yet rntix;_ely
of souls nobler than our own, which shall represent to us effaced—universally admitted and inculeated the doctrine,

s i not excepting even the founders of what are eallod the
some lesson from the ideal of the hero's inmost heart, and | atheistical secte. Thales, the enrliest amongst the Gre.

tell us of some better exercise of thought than that which | cian philosopliers, nccording to Cicero, Plutarch, Stobaus,
provides for the balancing of o many tons of bronze on | and the christian philosopher Athenngoras, taught that
some one little point, the souls c-!: men after death were spiritual subsiances, dis-

All who hiave seen the large atipple engraving exeont- ‘ tinguished into good and evil, and that they acted direct-

y : v ’ - Iy and powerfully on men during their life in this world.
o after Corbould's drawing of Chantrey's statue of Wash- The same dootrine was tanght 'l-’ the Egyptian priests

ington have been awe-struck by the strange solemnity of | bofore the time of Thalex, as weo are told by Jamblicus
the calm and lofty figure. Sostill, so simple, it is quietus | and others; and such was the theory of Pythagoras and
an infant's sleep, yet so full of latent power that it rea- | Flulo, ns we learn from Plutarch, Cicero, 'sellus, and Fa-
Rizes our purest idegl. But go to the Boston Btate-house | bricins. Zeno and his followers maintained the same doe-
PP L states, and the disappointment is in. trine with a clearncss and foroe hardly eredible when we

! consider the age in which they lived.”
deed bitter, The figure is shrinking and in motion—in |  President Dwionr gave full credence to the of

dnys of his lUe, 10 v swenes w VNPT b eV P e
Vincent Bourne's lines to a Juckdaw ; nud the eireum-

heretofore related, from the facts as they were told to the
writer of this, a few days after Mr. Wepsten's decease,
by a friend who was present, that I will trespass on you
for a small space in your paper to *“ tell the tale as “twas
told to me,” in which, instead of the fecble remark to his
physician, “I feel like a jackdaw,”” we have a strong and
forcible illustration, worthy of the unclouded intellect of
Daxrer WensTER.
A few days prior to Mr. Webster’'s death, and while he
was able to be up and to walk the room, & friend culled
upon him, and, after conversing with him, rose to take
leave. Mr. Webster also rose, and as they were about to
separate the visiter alluded to the political movements
that were going on, and the connexion of Mr. Webster's
vame with the Presidential canvase. Mr. Webster ve-
marked, in his usuul impressive manner, ** The political
movements of men are of no consequence tome; I have
nothing more to do with the affairs of this world; I am
like the Jackdaw on the church steeple—
‘ * He sees that this great roundabout,

The world, with all its motley route,

Church, army, physic, Inw ;

Its customs, and it businesses,

I2 no concern at all of his,

Aud says—what says he '—eaw '’

The gentleman who related to me this ocourrence re-
marked that Mr, Webster's tone and manner in repeatiog
the foregoing stanza were fully equal to any thing he ever
heard from his lips in his best days. F.

FOR THE SATIONAL INTELLIGENOER.

Messrs. Enrrons : It is m well known fact that a glass
tube when placed before n fire will in a few moments
move towards the source of heat, and the attraction iz so
great that the tube will even move up a gentle ascent.
Various explanations have been given of this phenome-
non, none of them, | believe, entirely satisfastory. Your
scientific readers will pardon another attempt at a solu-
tion of the dificulty, which, if it has no other morit, de-
mands attention from the fact of its being mew ; s highly
valued consideration in our day, when the eold shoulder
is turned to old things, and all new things are so eagerly
sought after. T offer it to you in all simplicity, hoping
thist, if net itsalf satisfuctory, it may eliolt .ﬂm
higher sources in regard to a matter apparently
but upon which may hang principles of great import. 1
will cheerfully run the risk of being laughed sty
that T may be the means of producing with the smils
some satisfactory explanation from any quarter of a phe-
nomena in natural philosophy which has puzeled my brah
not & little. My theory is thi: |

As the air in the tabe becomes heated it rushes ont M
either end, and is of course drawn in two currents th-
wards the source of heat, whether it be from & grate o
the ame of a lamp. An attractive force thus acta apsn
the tube a8 if & thread were paseed through it and the
two ends united were drawn by the hand. The ourrents
of air flowing from the ends of the tube, forming the
thread and being very slender, are drawn towards the fire
or flame apon & well-known principle. When o five is
kindled in n still night there is a carrent of air from all
quarters towards it. When the tube is placed before a
fireplnce there is of cotirse a strong draught to act
upon it.

This theory can be tested in a very easy manser, If
the ends of the tube were hermetically senled and the
tube should still approach the fire, this explanation is
worth nothing. Not having an opportunity to apply this
test, I have been rash enough to submit it for the exami=
nation of others more ndvantageously situated,

It will be objected by any one giving thik theory nmere
cursory consideration that, ndmitting it to be true as re-

ards the flow of the air currents, a motion of the tube
’,.,. the fire rather than towards it would be
Bat I think n more particular examination w
any one that the objection is not well grounded, At pre-
went, however, I will suy no more, waiting for the test

above suggested to be applied.
Yours, &o. E. M

11 patisfy

only upon the supposition of a spiritual influence.
the consideration of the conclave of Duffalo Doctors,
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Gexrioces : 1 make it & pointever 8 eater into o dis-
ion with an opponeat whose only urguments are flat
contradictions of my statements of fact; so I offer no re-
Auvuar Wriiss Biv, who introduced himself

encer of the 7th instant.

or the satisfacbion of youraelves, and those of your
readers who are willing to accord some credit to my as-
serlions until they are proved false, I give the following
fow words: The sug of Bir John Herschel, that
the braiu is a species of galvanic battery, may be found
on page 348 of owe of the editions of his celebrated Dis-
course on Natural Philosophy. That it is a, not the, pre-
vailing opinien among medical men that animal life is
uothing more nor less than electricity cireulating through
the nerves as through wires of copper, is sufficiently shown
in the subjoined passage from Carpenter's Physiology,
found on page 101 ;

“Of the actual nature of the changes by which jm-
pressions are received on the peripheral origins of the
afferent nerves, or communicated to the centrul origins of
the motor, and are conducted slong each to their opposite
extremities, physiologists have no certain knowledge ;
thut they are electrical has been, and -still continues to
be, a favorite theory with some ; and that there is a great

between the propagation of nervous and that of
electrical influence cannot be denied.”

Of course it was understood fully by all the readers of
my former communication that I scouted this galvanic
idea of Herechel, the medical men, and Adams Locke,
Whether Professor did or did not take the step in
advance which I suggested that he took, I leave to be de-
cided upon the following extract, additional, from Lis lec-
ture on Phosphorus :

‘¢ 8o, 100, the anatomist describes to you the bony skele-
ton, and how it is covered with a coat of museles; how
these are in relation with the cerebro-spinal axis, through
the intervention of nerves, Again, it belongs to physics

chemistry to take up the story, and to explain how
every wolion must be nied by, and i 1 origi-
nery

. ) 3 - ’F
ﬁ;‘.‘ chemical changes occurring in the nervous machi-

It is o matter of not the least concern to me for which
of the two schools of philosophers I am booked, whether
for the school spiritual or the school material. I doubt
the ability of a single member of either to explain the dif-
ference between his belief and that of a member of the
other. If my opinion that an idea of the form and color
of a flower is obtained through the action of matter in its
connexion with the ethereal substance, or whatever else
this may be termed, makes me n materialist, then I am
one. I defy any one to give plausibility even to an
opinion opposed to it. .

By the way, of Professor Farnday's settlement of the
table-tipping question: It is really amusing to see with
what assurance he pronounces his decision, just asif every
particle of testimony had been examined. Like the true
Baeonian, which he is, ke has left entirely out of the ac-
count all circumstances and all facts that failed to appeal
directly to his senses. Now, it is according to my theory
with respect to the *‘rappings,” that the resl guardians
of them originally made it a part of their plan to lead the
public mind into a turmoil touching the matter; so there
have been different classes of manifestations to suit the
different classes of minds noting them; thus, to the un-
educated and the marvellous, the phenomena have been
presented in a fancy-exciting aspect, to be accounted for
For

simply the tapping manifestation was offered, to be easily
explained on the knee-joint hypothesis. And now before
Professor Faraday is brought the mere table-movement,

which is satisfactorily shown to be the result of muscular
force exerted unconseiously, Take notice, that I do not
intimate any disbelief that the Professor disposed properly
of the facts which came ungder his observation.

In concluding this &, I advance it as my opinion, not-

withstanding my materialify, that the spiritualists, in their

Toe Eartimovake 1x PErsia.—The earthquake which

destroyed Shiraz, Persis, on the 84 of May, wns nearly
simultaneous with the shock at Washington, Wheeling and
Lynchburgh, Virginis, aud Zanesville, Ohio, on the 24,

B ot ke ety smturted a

greatly from a severe carthquake, and had not recovered
when a second visitation made ita complete ruin. On the
4th of May there was a severe earthquake in the island
of Antigua, and on the 5th s shock was felt at Newcastle,
Pennsylvania. The earth has been more agitated by
earthquakes within the last eightesn months than at any
period covered by my records. Within the field of my re-
searches earthquakes have been felt on at least fifteen
days of each of the last eighteenmonths,

New Yorg, Jury 27. E. M.

Suvopex Risixa oF ax  Armicax Deserr Steeas.—
About four, o'clock in the afternoon there was ‘a ery in
the encampment, ** El wany jace !" * the Wady is com-
ing!" Going out to look I saw a broad white sheet of
foam advancing from the south between the trees of the
valley. In ten minutes after a river of water came
pouring along and spread allaround us, converting the
place of our encampment into an isle of the valley. The
current in its deepest purt was very powerful, capable of
carrying away sheep and cattle and uprooting trees. This
iz one of the most interesting phenomena I have witness.
ed during my present tour in Afriea. The scene, indeed,
was perfectly African. Rain had been observed falling
in the south ; black clonds and darkness covered the zone
of the heavens; aud an hour afterwards came pouring e
down this river of water into the dry parched-up valley.
This incident of Wady Tinta-ghoda explains the scriptur-
ol phrase, ' Rivers of water;” for here, indeed, was n
river of water appearing in an instant, and almost with-
out notice.

[ Richgrdson's Narrative of a Missionto Central America.

New Taape 1x Sraves.—It was some time since inti-
mated that the Cuban elave dealers had embarked in a
new branch of the trade, viz. the introduction of Yucatan
Indians into the Island of Cuba. The Havana correspond-
ent of & New York paper gives full particulars of the man-
ner of their capture and introduction, sta that one
hundred and eighty of these Indians have been kidnapped
and carried to Havana. Extensive pﬂp‘uﬁulmrmm
made o transfer the Indians to Cubs, when the matter
wag discovered by the Dritish authorities at Honduras,
who onused the wrrest of the Spanish agent at that place,
On the of this agent was found the terms of agree-
ment with the Havana dealer, showing that twenty-five
dollars was to be paid for every male adult Indian, and
women and children in proportion. The same corre-
spondent states that Banta Avna has made a ptory
demand upon Gen. Canedo for the immediate liberation
and restoration of the kidnapped Indians. The Havana

is havi
! Eg.l:r . ‘.?i‘. m?:::d' sham contracts, Enlm.rl:ag to

he will undoubtedly W"J'EM‘

the infamous attempt to make slaves of Indisns,

W ——

The Christian Advocate has found by sotual count the
whole number of places where liquor is sold in 8an Fran-
ciseo to be five hundred and l.hirulf—uvw. Of theso
ty-three are purely liquor, in retail line, and fifty-two
wholesale ; making one hundred and twenty-five places
which do not keep nn onion to modify the traflie. Of the
four hundred and twelve,places where it is sold in con-
nexion with other husiness, one hundred and forty-four
are tavern restanrants; one hundred and fifty-four groce-
ries ; forty-six gnmbling houses; and forty-eight supposed
to be kept by Evdu. Some of these appear genteel,
others are dance-houses, and such like, where Chinese,
Mexioan, Chilian, and other foreign women nre assembled.
There were five hundred and fifty-six bar-tenders present
in the various places at the time when the memoranda
were taken, We think we may safely ndd one-quarter, if
not one-third, as reserve corps, making, including women,
seven hundred and forty-three bar-tenders in that eity.
UsrineLy.—A characteristic story is told of Judge R.,
& worthy man, and, in his younger days, an able lawyer,
now living in the northern part of Vermont. It is said
he wns onee ambitions of political preferment, but, if so,
his success has not been equal to his hopes,
= A few years mgo, while this old geutieman was at-
tonding & session of the Legislature, he was accosted by
an old noquaintance with, ** Ah, Judge, how d'ye do, and
what brings you to the enpitol?” « Why,” said R., 1
came to an office, but it's of no nuse, and I shan't try
agnin. i:'lnm {nﬂ I eame here regularly for Jan
bat they Was (oo young, :url “‘:h that lnlun
wn to remove that ohjoction, they tell me
r:ll mpm,kgd"mv. a difficulty which I have no hope
of outliving: so T give up the chanee!” The judge
the dust of Montpelier from his shoes, aud

b

the coup de grace to the ghostly delusions of Payche

the investigation and exposure of spirit-rappis
its mechanical contrivances and illusions, where
rits of the illustrious dead—Channing, Webster, Clay,
Culhoun—are called up and questioned in turn. Some of
the answers, in truth, are absurd enough. * Ourlate dis-
tinguished Secretary of State, for instance, died of Fun-
gus Hoematodes, and is buried at Newark, New Jersey.”
© We could wigh that Prof. Page had proposed to the eru-
dite spirit of the Rev. Dr, Channing the famous test by
which the Rev. Dr. Cox, of Brooklyn, had put to flight
the Mormon tempters and false prophets, the elucidation,
numely, of any one text in the Greek Teslament. The
medium, we guess, would concur heartily with the monk
of old, “ Grmeum est, non potest legi.”
The other portion of the treatise, termed the Odylie, or
Wood-travelling agency, shows up the fallacy of table-
tipping; and as pretty an exposition it is &s could be
sgen on a summer's day.
May the sacred banner of the Prophet protect the
faithful from the cannon of the Russians and the incan-

tations of the Foxes, mother and daughters! Q.
L ————————

“IRISH NEwWS."

There is a column with this heading in every English
newspaper. The intelligence in if is always uniform in
its character. It is always the same story of eviction,
poverty, sale of estates, crime, and emigration.  One can
trace, day by day, the great change that is gradually
coming over Ireland. The removal of those who were
born on the soil, and the substitution of another race,
goes on slowly but inevitably. That is the *¢ Irishnews "
for this century, past, present, and to come,

The Liverpool Chronicle lies before us, and we take an
item or two from it:

In the Encumbered Estates Court, yesterday weelk, six
estates were disposed of for the large amount of £00,970,
On Tuesday no less than fourteen estates changed hands
in the Encumbered Estates Court. The produce of the
sales was £81,455. f

The owners of these estates have yielded to the pres-
sure of the times, with which they have probably been
struggling for years. They are reduced to the necessity
of seeking some other means of living, which many of
them will probably do in England.

The next shows who takes their plice :

The purchaser of the Gulway estate of the late Mr. John
Beatty West, formerly member for the city of Dublin, is
Mr. Arthur Pollock, the eminent Glasgow merchant. In
addition to the purchase money, (£105,000,) the new pro-
prietor means to expend the sam of £25,000 in farm build-
ings and other suitable improvements.

One hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars spent in
farm buildings and other improvements shows the emi-
nent Glasgow merchaut to be a man well to do in the
world,

But it eontrasts strongly with the pay his laborers can
expect. * The shilling or 14d. a day is generally paid
here," writes one correspondent. And another adds the
effect it produces:

For eome weeks past a large proportion of our laboring
population have been led by the inducement of higher
wages to emigrate. Their departure is not a temporary
one, like that of laborers in former years, who proceeded
for o few wecks to cut down the harvest, and returnéd
with gavings sufficient to pay the rent of the cabin or
conacre; but they will probably remain as much expatri-
ated from this country as the more opulent of their class
who emigrate to America,

This is the way some of them are employed. Others

4

outrage :
“ The house of Mr, Hugh Todd, of Ringelare, Donough-
more, a respectable farmer, was fired into on the morzgng
of the 80th ultimo. It would appear that the watch-dog
became excited and the servant man was called up to as-
certain the cause, but he refused to rise, and Mrs, Todd
bergelf proceeded to inspect the premises. She had re-
door, and passing close to her Jerson, lodged in the far
uiture on the opposite side of the apartment. A seoond
shot was then fired without effect, when Miss Todd, an
interesting young woman, fired a shot out of a window
in the direction of the door, when a shout was raised, and
the ruffians dm‘red. This is the third outrage com-
mitted on Mr. Todd’s premises within.the last few weeks,
Some time sgo lis ploughs and other farming implements
were broken.”
And then another and another are described. In due
course of time the perpetrators will be on their way to
Van Dieman's Land, and few will dispute the justice of it.
Then come the emigeation returns :

““The flight from the west shows no sign of abatement.
Thinned and exhausted as the popullﬁi: has been for
some months past, the rush of emigration seems still un-
abated. The twelve o'clock train on Monday bore away
a crowd of emigrants. A mumber of their female friends
and relatives pied an emi above the railway,
and their plaintive ories resounded like the wail of a
monster funersl. Day nfter day similar scened are re.
peated, so that they now seem to be matters of course.”
But thero is one gleam of light in the dark story :

. One hundred pounds per day is paid at the post office
in the town of Roscommon, in emall sums, sent by labor-
ers, in order to take over their wives and children.

Five hundred dollars a day! And hardly earned, as
we can see here every day, on the railronds snd in the
streets. Roscommon is not quite as large as Troy. The
£100 that come there every day pay the passage of twen-

ty or thirty voyagers across the ocean.— A lbany Journal,

SextExcEs ny rox CoMmmissionens or Porion, —Patriek
Kelly, sergeant, and John Cusick, of the Ninth Ward
police, bave been tried by the Commissioners of Police,
and found guilty of one of the charges preferred against
them for misconduct at the riot hetween the Hibernian
Bouietﬁlud others in Hudson street on the 4th instant.
They have each been suspended from pay for thirty days,
and it is said that Kelly has been dec ineflicient for
the post of se
the same Ward, has been sentenced to be
pay fifteen days for neglecting to attend the same riotin
person. Capt. Wildey, of the Eighth Ward “Folic% poad-
ing his trial on certain charges, has rwlgn o

[New York Com. Adv.

Tax Burrisu Posr Orrios.—Official returns hare been
mnde public of the business of the United Kiogdom for
the year 1852, as compared with each of the thirteen
mtim FGN‘I. From these official data it appears that the

n the number of letters :ln:lge 1840 (rhepdil ¢a
postage was introduced) is fully 1 .’ﬁ“ £1,000,419 ;
AN ougn Tne heederronsnghd e 5505 equal to those of

the year 1830, (the last year of the old system. )

Tur Amazon Steamsmir axn Travisa Couraxy of New
York have in progress of building at the latter place a
large sen steamer and several smalier ones for river ser-
vice. Large grants of land have been made to this com-
pany by the Brasilian and Bolivian Governments, and an
ngont is to be sent out without delay to take charge of
them, to form statious along the river, and to perfect the
enterprise. In all probability this company will work in
unison with the eolonial enterprise undertaken by the Pe-
ruvinn Government, the commencement of which we
noticed some days ago. No valley in the world, exoept
that of our own Mississippi, can compare with that drain-
ed by the great Amazon river. If confined to the native
Brazilians and Pervvians, it must be many
the tide of settlement can extend along its f
lifie regions; but if Northern enterprise and on y N
by the inexhaustibe flow of European emigration, are on-
goged in it, the enl will not long remain unaecomplished.
Should this company cnrry th their praject, another
rich tributary to Kew York will be opencd, Thus it is
that the ubiquitows spirit of that city is ever on the alert
to eeize the charces, and even remote possibilities, of
trade. Licut. Mavry, in an able communication pub-
lished in Washington some months ago, called attention
to the undevelojed greatness of the Amazon valley, and
dwelt upon the necessity of opening commercial commu-
nication with i The h{amylﬁl Southern Convention re-
solved that a tade with the Amnzon Nel to be opened
some Souhern ecommercial port. Without talking
about it at all New York has obtained grants of land from
the Drazilianand Bolivian Governments, is now buildi
stéamers to mvigate the river, and to sail botween it

New York, md is nctivel loyed in to es-
f-l.bTilh“ ﬂqm‘u.:: Thmm in this

n yoar before
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Dicwan's Land who infest the place.

The London Times, in alluding to the tone of discipline
to which a division of the British army has been lately
subjected on Chobham Common, in the visinity of Wind-
sor, digresses iuto the following vemarks upon the im-
proved condition in which, for the purpose of national
defence, both branches of the British military service
have been recently placed. It is worth the consideration
of our own Government (says the Boston Daily Adver-

army, thauks to the iufluence of the West Point system
of iustruction, daes not need the same process of resusci~
tation. The Times remarks as follows:

*The chief im ts will y be effected in
the personal equipments of the men. mhm military autho-
rities are now of o that marching is
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paddle-wheels. The Duke of Wellington is
model, not only of size and strength, but speed
After such examples we can
announcements

i
with few. mhgim
wer 1
that in our naval intelligence of yes-
terday, that ‘the Admiralty had ordered six more
men-of-war to be built, three sail of the line and th
frigates.’ We w.{{ hope o successful a fashion may n

m
soon be superseded.
of the fleet, we observe th

?ir Jamas G?m umd leave last week to e I»
Wo importan one concerning the ‘entry anc
vice of seamen generally,’ and the other rﬂ]ﬂ% ; o anval
coast volunteers.’ If we rightly understand sd€se an-
nouncements, the two points thus aimed at~0m
all our present wants. One bill will pu;:?“ for the gene-
ral service of the fleet, the other will »M us in emergen~
cies. It is highly desirable both <tat ships, when put.

inarily in commission, ahb‘?iﬂ ¢ complete their com~
plements with somewhat lese difficulty at present,.
and also that some species of f::“h:: m‘xl{lm
us to equip a strong squodron for home W ¥
ni_mnn:lu:m may sees to require it. ‘The first of these
objects we are now actempting to attain by so im :
the terms of servive that seamen will enter it freely ; the
second is aimed at, we presume, in the bill for ‘corat
volunteers * It has been long ago suggested that the-
large sesfaring population of our coasts sheuld be crgan~
ized in such o manuer as to make theﬂl;mme ln‘.;h:;le
on an emergency without prejudice to the ordinary duties
of this class of peaple, we conjecture that Sir Jumes
Graham’s Lill is for instituting this species of maritime
militin. The scheme need involve aeither expense mor
trouble, and the t required is very slight. The
men in question are ready-made sailors, and nothing ig
wanted but facilities for a sudden muster.”

Axorurr Mouvstars Borer.—The Hartford Times states
that & great Tunnel Borer has just been built in that city
by Messrs. Woodruff and Beach, which promises great
things. It is operated, as the Times states, by a steam

accounting for the * rappings,” have had the best of the A . ine of sixty horse which drives f iston rode
are driven into desperation and crime. The Louth and | eBgine of sixty | iy <2 of
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volving plate of sbout ten feet in , and, as thus
set, cut a cirele of seventeen feet in . The ma-
chine weighs about eighty tons, and is of stout propor-
tions throughout. The motion obtained by this invention
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InTenesting Case.—In the Toledo Republican of :ho
l4th instant we find the following ease, mntlyod'iod
before the Court of Common Pleas in that city :

Mickigan Southern Railroad Company va, The Ownirs of the
sestorday

Propelice Spuaﬁ-‘n&-;ne Jjury returned o v
P
f, were these: Last fall

of $2,259.85, | Tho foster

.B5. fasts, in $
nilrmdmmudtonn'r_rs lot of e=vtie from Chlvam?
Buffalo. They were brought hepe 8¥ the nl;mt%tﬂ'

to be shipped by the lake to

peller Spaulding agreed

]

o deck

gn one side ; the vessel
g oot 351 iy e e e ol

drowned. The owner
ieh whom he had contracted for tho transportation
O e

en M er L]

B s vt lovk by s of the e
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There ##8 no conlroversy as to the loss of the cattle, but cach
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IN AUSTRALIA.—A uuTﬂllt of the New-
ark Duily Advertiser, writing from Melbourne, February

the state of socioty in the

“This is not the place it is to be. The climate

after dark, unless with a 1ok conviets from Ven

e
five hun and, meeting you in the strect, presenta p

;;wrml,Muyn‘whoﬂ your hands up %{ﬁ
head, and then rob you. This is what tlugmll‘mh o
108, A_gentloman
teem pounds nad then
sasirtance was given him. This

diggingn. . -
"ll'nlmlhnua.ﬂoll{unlﬁ' pereeives o man
coming along the road with a botter horse his, he vom-
pels him mfm..ma oxchange and, in ease of
non-compliance, he makes nothing of
to Forest Creek, Campbell's Creck,
g you thfough what is called
onse and thiok wood, sbont twelve miles in
other d?, while four of us wore pnesing ﬂl_'!.lgh forest,
we found thirty-five who had been  stuck and ono_poor
fellaw, who unfortunately had but thirteen mun-p aod six-
ponce, was tied to a troe and his body filled with shot, which
they bad fired at him, I beoanse he fo more,
He was rfleased a short time after, ond is now in a fair way
of recovery, They also ‘stuck up’ » young lady within
ight of her father'shonse, This was never done here before,
and secardingly yon may judge of the state of soclety. The
much-boasted police w ofien gurn awhy and wake o Bt
tempt to stop such occurrencen.

A Caurvonyia Traaeny.~We have bosn shown a Jetter
from Mr. John Strible, of Marysville, California, wriiten to
liis parents in this city, in referencs to the ﬁ&\l trlg?!
committed at Bacramento by his brother, It states that oli
seph Strible, who had for some time been conducting ",,i,"“ﬁ
in a disorderly manner, and who was evidently
duran, had some mngry words with m'mmun:-
dny, ttn 24 ultimo, and struck ot him, when the wife of
Intter rushed betwesn them and received the blow,
ed her instantly. Joseph then turned
ed him seriously, but not
state with what Imtn‘znt

diately on woundi
vat Inl,lr own llnwt..'

orth Americani,

foct, utterly contemptible. The draughtsman, by a for- | *pirits, sud informs us Wiet ** aogele (or spirits) should

Roxxey, Viaoisia, Juiy 8, 1858,

o ey B ook portals of the capitol afterwards.

for those wlo ean understand the value of commercial en-
terprise.
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